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TRADES AND TECHNICAL PROGRAMS 

Highlights 

PROGRAM	OFFERINGS	

Across all campuses, 2019 Fall has kept Trades and Technical programs’ faculty and staff on their toes. 
Demand continues to be strong at all levels of foundation and apprenticeships.  Recent results of the 
Industry Training Authority (ITA) Plumbing Apprenticeship level 2 exam saw the full cohort of 15 
students pass and complete their level with not one grade under 82% and the highest being 95%.  The 
launch of our new Culinary, Forestry and Aquaculture programs was also met with great success.  
(Further details below) 

An information session was held in the Port Alberni teaching kitchen on November 21st.  In this meet and 
greet event, Chef Alan Irving shared his passion for food and love of the culinary arts with an impressive 
turn-out of approximately 35 potential NIC students.  Attendees were given an overview of the culinary 
arts programming, both present and future, followed by further discussion and tour of our fully-equipped 
teaching facilities. 

Looking	Ahead	to	January	and	February 

In addition to the foundation and apprenticeship cohorts, we will be offering not just one Trade Sampler, 
but have expanded and will be rolling out two additional Sampler programs geared towards students 
interested in the aerospace and culinary arts industries. 

On the heels of a recent screening of the new Apple TV series SEE filmed in Campbell River, NIC 
received a nod from the North Island Film Commissioner (NIFC) Joan Miller who stated that, while in 
production, filming generated set construction, lighting, production assistant and grip jobs for local film 
industry professionals, some of whom trained locally at NIC.  In addition, Miller indicated NIFC is 
currently in talks with Apple TV regarding further local and Island productions.  This is an exciting 
development, at the very least, as the College is ready to rise to the needs of the film industry with two 
streams of TV & Film Training taking place in Campbell River beginning in January.  Grip and Lighting 
training will run concurrently for five weeks in Campbell River. 

In partnership with the ITA, our Port Alberni campus will be bringing forth a Women in Construction 
Trades initiative in February.  This will be a two-week tuition-free “sampler” program designed 
specifically to engage women to consider a career in a trade vocation.  Students will experience an 
orientation to Welding, Metal Fabrication, Automotive, Plumbing, Carpentry, and Culinary Arts.  The 
goal of this hands-on approach is to give students the opportunity to gain insight into a variety of possible 
career choices. 
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CULINARY ARTS 

Chef Xavier Bauby is putting the new teaching kitchen through its paces 
guiding a total of 18 students through Professional Cook 1, Culinary 
Business Operations Diploma and Advanced Diploma.  Chef Al wasted no 
time in bringing students “to the table” to apply the practical components 
of their programs.  Faculty and staff (and the public) were treated to a full 
Thanksgiving menu in October and weekly breakfast specials are now a hot 
commodity Tuesdays to Thursdays.  Students provided their first ever plate 
service in October for an NIC/School District 72 meeting of administrators 
and are preparing to host an extravagant seasonal buffet in December.  
Although we would like to everyone, seating is limited due to capacity 
restrictions of the new Bistro. 

 

 

HATCHERY OPERATIONS CERTIFICATE 

Aquaculture instructor, Dr. Jesse Ronquillo, is leading a cohort of 12 
students in the Hatchery Operations Certificate program represented 
by the following First Nation groups: Homalco, Klahoose, K’omoks, 
Cape Mudge, and Squamish.  The program curriculum focuses on 
hatchery operations with a specialization in fish culture that is 
important in the salmonid enhancement program of the federal and 
provincial governments in collaboration with various indigenous 
groups in BC.  The students are getting their feet wet with the 
practical training in the new NIC Aquaculture laboratory.  Actual 
spawning and larval rearing activities took students to the 
Department of Fisheries and Oceans’ Quinsam Hatchery in 
Campbell River. By January 2020, the students will also conduct salmon enhancement activities at the 
facilities of Oyster River Enhancement Society Hatchery.  Having students obtain actual experience in 
fish stock stewardship and enhancement of wild Pacific salmon species exemplifies NIC’s commitment to 
meeting industry expectations of our graduates.  

 

COASTAL FOREST WORKER CERTIFICATE 

The Coastal Forest Worker certificate program is in the third month 
of this five-month program.  This delivery is an impressive example 
of collaborative programming made possible with the support of 
Huu-ay-aht First Nations and Western Forest Products.  Students 
have been very busy with this enhanced applied programming as 
informed by the NIC Forestry Program Advisory Committee.  
Several modules have been covered including Chainsaw Safety, 
Road Resource and Remotely Piloted Aircraft Systems or in 
layman’s terms, drones.  This rapidly developing technology is being 
used in the forest industry for high resolution mapping and analysis.  
The superior quality of the imagery and ease of access to remote 
areas where it would not be economically viable to use manned aircraft is proving to be a valuable 
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resource.  It is noteworthy that the BC Wildfire Service (among other agencies) has also brought drones 
into use to collect thermal imagery to identify hotspots.  NIC’s Port Alberni students will graduate their 
program having been trained in this innovative technology being used in several of the forestry sectors.   

 

COMOX VALLEY CLASSIC CRUISERS 

Midway through September, the Campbell River campus was paid a 
visit by the Comox Valley Classic Cruisers.  Members of the club 
joined us for a light lunch while putting their cars on display behind 
the new Student Commons.  It was an impressive collection of 
vintage vehicles that have been lovingly restored and meticulously 
maintained.  Members were happy to hold an impromptu Q & A for 
the curious and envious. 

 

 

 

 

COLLEGES AND INSTITUTES CANADA ROUNDTABLE 

On September 26th, Chef Alan Irving from the Port Alberni campus ventured to 
Ottawa by invitation from the Colleges and Institutes Canada (CICan) to take 
part in the “Teaching Sodium Reduction in Colleges and Institutes” roundtable 
discussion.  Chef Al reports that this was a full, intensive day of brainstorming 
and talks on what we, as colleges and institutions, can do to support 
implementing practical nutrition information (supported by medical research) in 
our Culinary, Hospitality and Foodservice programs.  The roundtable generated 
incredible information about the devastating effects of too much sodium in our 
modern-day diets.  The participants were made up of chef educators, dieticians, 
medical doctors, representatives from fast food giant McDonald’s restaurants, 
Dare Foods Limited, PhD professors from Niagara College and representatives 
from Algonquin College and CICan.  With phase 1 and 2 of the research and 
discussion completed, phase 3 will be dedicated to developing, piloting and 
evaluating supplementary teaching materials. 
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STUDENT SERVICES AND REGISTRAR 

Recruitment	Activities	

Submitted	by	Bill	Parkinson	

NIC Student Recruiters Danielle Hoogland and Renae Roles are extremely busy in the month of 
November with off-campus recruitment efforts from the North Island to Victoria and multiple places in 
between.  Further, they are playing key organizational roles in our community and parent-student 
information nights on the Campbell River and Comox Valley campuses.  These highly versatile 
employees are an asset to the college and wonderful ambassadors for the NIC experience as it relates to 
prospective students. 

Strategic progress is being made on the intersection of recruitment and longer term enrolment planning 
efforts.  This includes our recruiters’ participation in yearly enrolment planning discussions across 
decanal areas each fall for the following academic year.   

NIC	Student	Employment	Services	–	November	2019	

Submitted	by	Anita	Budisa‐Bonneau,	Coordinator	Work	Integrated	Education	

NIC recently hosted two networking events to increase community connections between students, faculty 
and the business community both on and off campus. On October 15, 2019 and in collaboration with the 
Campbell River Chamber of Commerce, NIC hosted a business-student mixer event in the new Student 
Commons space at the Campbell River campus. This event was also 
a celebration as the Campbell River Chamber of Commerce has 
recently joined the Global Leaders of Tomorrow mentorship 
program along with the Comox Valley Chamber of Commerce and 
the NIC School of Business. The mentorship program aims to 
connect students with working professionals in the business 
community to share their knowledge and experience with a new 
generation of business leaders. On November 5, 2019 and with 
sponsorship from CPABC, NIC was pleased to host the 10th School 
of Business Networking Night, an annual community event that 
brings together business students, faculty and local employers to 
celebrate the School of Business academic programs. The event is 
held in the ballroom at the Crown Isle Resort in Courtenay and free 
transportation was provided for business students from the Comox 
Valley and Campbell River campuses. These events help students 
make contacts and learn more about opportunities with local 
employers before they graduate while also increasing student co-op 
and internship opportunities.  

 
 

	

Campbell	River	Information	Night	

Submitted	by	Sarah	Deagle	

The Campbell River campus hosted the third NIC Information Night on Thursday, November 7 from 
6:30 to 8:30pm.  The event was one of the first opportunities this fall for a large public gathering in the 
new Student Commons and adjacent areas, including the library.  Following a similar format to 2018, 
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there was a welcome from President Bowman and a brief NIC overview presentation highlighting 
programs and unique selling features across NIC’s college regions.  Four separate workshops, campus 
tours and extensive program tables, staffed by faculty, were also features of the night.  Application fees 
were waived for students who applied that night and one lucky applicant was the winner of a $500 tuition 
credit.  While the attendance was about the same as last year, Marketing and Recruiting did an excellent 
job of spreading the word throughout the community, raising awareness of the options that NIC offers to 
new and returning students.   
 

 

 
 
Sara Vipond, Department Chair Fine Arts & faculty member speaking with prospective students  

	

Library	and	Learning	Commons	Report	

Submitted	by	Mary	Anne	Guenther	

The Comox Valley campus Library & Learning Commons (LLC) held the second Late Night Against 
Procrastination (LNAP) on November 13th. The Library was open until 12:00 midnight and attendance 
and enthusiasm from students were overwhelming with 206 registrants and a gate count of 827 between 
4:00 p.m. and midnight.  
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Group room bookings for 118 students were submitted and space was fully utilized with students 
clustered at tables, meeting in study rooms, seeking quiet space in carrels and the library lab. As late as 
10:10 p.m., there were 58 students studying, researching and writing, many of whom stayed until closing. 

The LLC provided a full range of services, including research and citation help, writing and technical 
supports and counselling. In addition to free printing, pizza, vegetable trays, fruit, snack bars and coffee 
were provided. To encourage healthy breaks, therapy dogs and guided walks around campus were 
scheduled.  

So many supporters helped to make this event a success – Kathleen Kuhnert, Tony Bellavia, North Island 
Students Union (NISU), McDonalds, Thrifty Foods as well as Marketing, Facilities and the staff and 
faculty who championed the event.  

Comments from students: 

“This is really amazing seeing so many students together at a place, all studying, focused and 
with all the energy. It was enthusiastic, encouraging and a really fun event. I want this to be in 
every semester”. 

“Thank you for your encouragement and support for the students who are struggling with their 
courses. Keeps us on track and stay focused.” 

“It is a very useful even to catch up with assignments and relieve some stress and to stand with 
each other in the time of distress”. 

“I found this so helpful to work on assignments and catch up in my courses. Will definitely attend 
the next”. 

Student	Services	&	Supports	

Submitted by Felicity Blaiklock 

The IamNICe  campaign is well under way, building a stronger college community through the promotion 
of  kindness to each other and ourselves. Bi-weekly tabling events are happening every Thursday at the 
CV campus and Tuesday at the PA campus, focusing on various themes. 

Early Assist, our online referral system that enables NIC faculty and staff to identify students facing 
academic or other challenges, is off to a strong start with 50 referrals since the beginning of September. 
This translates to 50 students who are on their way to getting the extra help they need.  

Mental Health & Well Being Working Group meetings have begun with approximately 51 participants 
committed to developing an NIC mental health and well-being strategy.  

In support of well-being goals, the Random Acts of Kindness initiative was also launched in November 
2019 and it has already received a number of email responses. 

During October, NIC and NISU collaborated on a food drive, gathering donations for the Salvation Army 
and for NIC students. 

A college wide Campus Life Events monthly email to students will commence in November 2019. This 
will detail various happenings within the NIC community, providing opportunities for students to take 
part in all of our initiatives. 

Other campus activities include: 

 Naloxone training will be offered to students and staff at the CV campus on November 28th, and 
the PA on November 26th; 

 The libraries in CV, CR and PA will display books on men’s health for November; 
 The PA campus is offering free drop-in basketball so students can exercise while meeting other 

students.  



Regional Highlights – November 2019 Page 7 

 

The Port Alberni campus is celebrating its 25th year anniversary this year, and held a celebration of this 
amazing milestone on Tuesday, November 5th.  President John Bowman was on hand to address the 
numerous attendees. Everyone enjoyed refreshments as well as an official opening of the time capsule 
that NIC staff and local community partners contributed items to 25 years ago!  

 

Staff and faculty from NIC Port Alberni, set up an information table at the Alberni District 
Secondary School (ADSS) during their parent teacher conferences.  Information on NIC’s 
programming, in particular dual credit and university pathways, was shared. Parents and 
students appreciated giveaways, especially coloured pencils and chocolate.  It is always great to 
have a presence at ADSS events and we are grateful for the partnership we have built with our 
local high school. 

 

ACCESS AND REGIONS  

Peer	Tutoring		

Submitted	by	Erin	McConomy,	Coordinator,	Peer	Tutoring,	Writing	and	Math	Supports	

Peer Tutoring continues to be a popular choice for many students across the college to access support in 
both their specific content area as well as for general study skills and support in learning how to be an 
effective student. The spring/summer of 2019 was our busiest yet, with 10 tutors on hand and over 90 
student appointments booked. Currently, we have 33 tutors available who have offered a combined 315 
hours of tutoring to students in areas including business, English, psychology, math & sciences, ABE and 
trades. This semester we have had more interest in Skype tutoring between campuses, including to 
students in Mixalakwila. Although we have tutors available in a wide range of subject areas and levels, 
we rely on student availability and competency for our peer tutors which means that at times we are 
unable to find tutors for certain subject areas or campuses. However, we are always adding to our tutor 
roster as student tutor requests come in throughout the semester.  

Writing Support  

Submitted by Erin McConomy,	Coordinator,	Peer	Tutoring,	Writing	and	Math	Supports	

Writing Support continues to grow each semester as more and more students and instructors become 
aware of the program and its immense benefits. In the Spring/Summer 2019 semester, writing support 
was concentrated at the Comox Valley campus, as well as weekly appointments available in Campbell 
River in May and June with Skype appointments made available throughout the semester to all locations. 
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During that semester, our writing support faculty logged 225 student appointments, a 40% increase over 
the same time last year.  
 
The Fall 2019 semester is off to an extremely busy start with 450 writing support appointments by the end 
of October. This is more than the total number of appointments for the entire Winter 2019 semester. We 
are bracing for a busy November.  
 
In addition to individual writing support appointments, our writing support faculty went into four classes 
in 4 different subject areas to provide in-class workshops tailored to the individual needs of faculty 
members and their students. This is a great way for us to share our expertise with faculty and students and 
to encourage students to book individual appointments with us.  
 
NIC continues to be a part of the WriteAway consortium offering online writing support to students at 
institutions across the province. In the Spring/Summer 2019 semester, NIC saw 24 submissions and so far 
in September and October 2019 WriteAway has received 52 submissions from NIC students. These are 
approximately 2% and 4% of total submissions respectively.  
 

Math Support  

Submitted by Erin McConomy,	Coordinator,	Peer	Tutoring,	Writing	and	Math	Supports	

Faculty math support at the Comox Valley, Campbell River and Port Alberni campuses support students 
in any courses in which math is involved. This semester, math support appointments at the three 
campuses have totaled 115 so far.  

In addition to working with students individually, our math support faculty in the Comox Valley has 
offered four statistics workshops this semester in order to support students in preparing for their midterm 
exams. These workshops have been quite popular and well-attended.  
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SPOTLIGHT: NICBotCamp SURPASSES 700 STUDENTS

- 226 Participants

- 20 Self-identified as having 
Aboriginal ancestry

- 45 Female participants

- 3 Student instructors

- 3 Volunteers

- 12 Week-long camps

- 1 Girls-only camp

- 1 VIU robotics club

- 5 North Vancouver Island 
communities

- 7 Community partners

The Road to Over 700 Students

2019 NICBotCamp 
Community Impact 
Statistics

CONTACT US:
Naomi Tabata 
naomi.tabata@nic.bc.ca 
250-923-9719

www.nic.bc.ca/research  
@NIC_CARTI

 SPOTLIGHT: KATE MOYNIHAN, BSN STUDENT

NICBotCamps came alive in the halls of  
NIC again this summer with beginner 
and advanced camps as well as a Girls 
Only camp held in Comox. 

A total of 226 students, including 45 
females and 20 self-identified  
Indigenous learners, learned valuable 
Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Math (STEM) skills in the robotics camps.  
In the past four years, more than 700  
students have participated. Participants 
were able to build, program and control 
robots in a fun, hands-on weeklong 
camp.

“The growth in the NICBotCamps  
exemplifies the importance of offering  
STEM-related, hands-on learning to northern Vancouver Island students,” says CARTI  
manager, Naomi Tabata.

Funding was received for these camps from Navigate NIDES, Engineers & Geoscientists 
British Columbia, BC Hydro, The Hamber Foundation, Houle Electric, Campbell River  
Creative Industries Council, and the Government of Canada. 

Name: Kate Moynihan 
Project: Raising Student Nurses in Remote First Nations Communities 
Role in Project: Student Co-Explorer

Briefly Describe the project: The Raising Student Nurses in Remote  
Communities inquiry/research project aims to create opportunities for 
first year BSN students to experience immersion learning in remote  
Indigenous communities. We wish to discern if having first year  
students participate in these learning experiences helps to decolonize 
perspective, and assist in reconciliation.

How is this project related to your studies? Research is integral to the evolution of the 
nursing profession, and thus understanding research is vital to my work as an RN. The 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada’s call to action #24 beseeched that nursing 
schools be part of decolonization and reconciliation by providing courses dealing with 
Indigenous health issues. I took part in this research in response to this call. 

Most Valuable part of being involved in this project? Being in the room with such wise, 
knowledgeable, open, compassionate and brilliant people has changed my life. The  
wisdom I have been exposed to in this process is unforgettable, and a true gift in this life.

NICBotCamp participant Sarah McQueen works on her card  
shuffling robot for the showcase.                                          

http://www.nic.bc.ca/research
https://twitter.com/NIC_CARTI
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BSN STUDENTS IMMERSE IN LEARNING

Upcoming Funding Deadlines 
Please contact CARTI to discuss your ideas for research submissions in advance of the 
funder deadline or regarding any projects that may involve NIC. There may be additional 
funding programs that will suit your initiative. Additional information is available on the 
NIC CARTI portal site. You can contact CARTI at 250-923-9771 or carti@nic.bc.ca.

UPCOMING EVENTS

FUNDING PROGRAM DEADLINE

NSERC - Engage and Applied Research Development Grant Ongoing

NSERC - Applied Research Tools and Instruments Grant Nov. 15, 2019

NSERC - College and Community Social Innovation Fund Dec. 2, 2019

Awards Program Donor  
Appreciation Reception 
Campbell River: Oct. 29; 4:30 pm - 6 pm 
Comox: Nov. 13; 4:30 pm - 6 pm 
Port Alberni: Nov. 25; 1 pm - 2:30 pm
For more information: https://www.nic.
bc.ca/life-at-nic/nic-news/news/do-
nor-appreciation-cr-2019/

Comox Chamber of Commerce  
Member Mixer
Coastal Community Credit Union
Nov. 6, 5 pm - 7 pm
Cost: $15 
For more information: https://web.
comoxvalleychamber.com/events/Mem-
ber-Mixer-Coastal-Community-Cred-
it-Union-542/details

Team BC Culinary Event
The Bistro, Campbell River
Nov. 22, 6 pm - 8pm
Cost: $100 per ticket
Induldge in a world-class meal prepared 
by Culinary Team BC as they prepare for 
the IKA World Culinary Olympics 2020. 
For more information: https://web.
comoxvalleychamber.com/events/Mem-
ber-Mixer-Coastal-Community-Cred-
it-Union-542/details

BSN students learning through Huu-ay-aht story telling at Kiixin ancient village site.

The Raising Student Nurses in Remote First 
Nations Communities (RSN) project  
continues to learn from the successful  
provision of immersion learning  
opportunities early in the nursing  
curriculum. 

Two groups of first year students attended 
one of two immersion learning experiences 
in May 2019. One was in Huu-ay-aht from 
May 14th to 17th and the other in Kyuquot 
from May 21st to 24th. Both  
experiences were attended by NIC Elder 
Evelyn Voyageur,  NIC Faculty Joanna Fraser 
and student co-explorers. 

Discussion circles, field trips to old village 
sites, attending community events,  
participating in school/day care  
activities, community dinner and  
ceremonial activities were some of the 
activities the students took part in. The  
student co-explorers conducted  
information gathering sessions, focus 
groups and interviews during and  
following the immersion learning  
experiences to gather information from 
student participants, facilitators and 
community members/knowledge holders 
about the benefits and challenges of the 
project. 

Five of the inquiry team members  
representing NIC students, faculty and 
Elders as well as partner communities

members, presented at the  2019 NAISA 
(Native American and Indigenous Studies 
Association) Conference held in Hamilton, 
New Zealand (Aotearoa) at the University of 
Waikato from June 26-29. They each shared 
stories from being involved in the project 
highlighting the benefits and  
transformational learning that has  
occurred.

The RSN project is continuing this fall and 
winter, with inquiry team members  
working on data analysis and planning 
follow up community visits and  
celebrations in the two participating 
communities. Feedback from the first-year 
students who participated has been  
positive and team members are looking at 
how to sustain this immersion learning as 
part of the curriculum for future students.

TO SUBMIT A STORY TO  
OUR NEWSLETTER,  
CONTACT APRIL WHALEN  
APRIL.WHALEN@NIC.BC.CA 

http://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/Professors-Professeurs/RPP-PP/Engage-Engagement_eng.asp
http://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/Professors-Professeurs/RPP-PP/ARTI-ORIA_eng.asp
http://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/Professors-Professeurs/RPP-PP/CCSIF-ICC_eng.asp
https://www.nic.bc.ca/life-at-nic/nic-news/news/donor-appreciation-cr-2019/
https://www.nic.bc.ca/life-at-nic/nic-news/news/donor-appreciation-cr-2019/
https://www.nic.bc.ca/life-at-nic/nic-news/news/donor-appreciation-cr-2019/
https://web.comoxvalleychamber.com/events/Member-Mixer-Coastal-Community-Credit-Union-542/details
https://web.comoxvalleychamber.com/events/Member-Mixer-Coastal-Community-Credit-Union-542/details
https://web.comoxvalleychamber.com/events/Member-Mixer-Coastal-Community-Credit-Union-542/details
https://web.comoxvalleychamber.com/events/Member-Mixer-Coastal-Community-Credit-Union-542/details
https://www.nic.bc.ca/life-at-nic/nic-news/news/culinary-team-bc-at-nic-2019/
https://www.nic.bc.ca/life-at-nic/nic-news/news/culinary-team-bc-at-nic-2019/
https://www.nic.bc.ca/life-at-nic/nic-news/news/culinary-team-bc-at-nic-2019/
https://www.nic.bc.ca/life-at-nic/nic-news/news/culinary-team-bc-at-nic-2019/
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Connect with your community

MESSAGE FROM YOUR CHAIR

Supporting growth
As we settle into a new academic year at 
NIC, I would like to highlight some of the 
exciting developments we’re working on 
in the NIC School of Business.

This fall marked a significant expansion 
of our course offerings in Campbell 
River, improving access for students and 
allowing us to meet the growing demand 
for business training across the region. 

We also continue to work to expand 
global opportunities for our students 
through partnerships with institutions 
around the world. I continue to work with 
our Office of Global Engagement on new 
agreements that will allow our students to 
go global with their learning. 

As crucial as international connections 
are, so too are our connections with 
the local community. I was proud to be 
appointed to serve as a director with 
the Campbell River & District Chamber 
of Commerce. I’m looking forward 
to expanding our relationship with 
the Chamber as our Campbell River 
programming grows. 

We were pleased to host our first 
Business-Student Networking Night in 
Campbell River this fall. It was beautiful 
to see our business students connect 
with members of the local business 
community. Our annual Comox Valley NIC 
School of Business Networking Night is 
taking place on November 5 at Crown Isle. 
I invite you all to join us to connect with 
business students. 

As always, we are also looking for ways 
to connect our business community 
and students. We are also interested in 
other ideas and projects which allow 
for collaboration with our students. If 
you have an idea, please email me at ali.
mayboudi@nic.bc.ca or connect with me 
on LinkedIn.

Sincerely,

Ali Mayboudi,  
Chair, NIC School of Business

NIC doubles business course offerings in Campbell River 
The start of the 2019/2020 academic year marked a milestone for NIC’s business 
programming in Campbell River. More than 20 business courses are now being offered at the 
Campbell River campus – double what was offered last year.

“Current year’s course offerings in Campbell River represents a significant expansion for us. 
More importantly, improved accessibility for students wanting to continue their business 
studies to get their diploma or degree without having to leave their home community,” said 
Ali Mayboudi, department chair of NIC School of Business. 

Along with additional higher-level business courses, Post-Degree Diploma in Global Business 
Management is also offered at the Campbell River campus.

“These expanded offerings in Campbell River mark a fascinating time for the NIC School of 
Business,” said Mayboudi.

NIC business mentorship expanding to Campbell River
NIC’s Global Leaders of Tomorrow mentorship program is preparing for another year of 

connecting local business mentors with NIC 
business students.

New this year, thanks to a partnership with 
the Campbell River Chamber of Commerce, 
the program is expanding to include 
Campbell River Chamber Members as well.

“Global Leaders of Tomorrow has been so 
successful in the Comox Valley, we’re so 
thrilled to be able to expand and welcome 
members of the Campbell River Chamber 
to our mentorship program,” said Anita 
Budisa-Bonneau, NIC’s coordinator, work-
integrated education. “The mentorship 

program allows students to connect with local business people, ask questions and pick their 
brain about working as a local business professional. For business people, it’s a chance to tap 
into the students’ enthusiasm and knowledge of current business trends.”

Mentors are asked to give six hours of their time between November and April, meeting with 
their mentees approximately once a month. 

“We know that learning opportunities outside the classroom like this are invaluable for helping 
students with their career planning,” said Budisa-Bonneau. “As we expand our Campbell River 
business programming, this new partnership with the Campbell River chamber is a great 
opportunity for our students and chamber members to connect.”

Anyone interested in taking part in the mentorship program should contact the Campbell River 
or Comox Valley Chamber of Commerce.

NIC Employee Recognition
Each year, NIC recognizes employees who have reached milestones at the College of 5, 10, 15, 
20, 25, 30 years of service. Congratuations to the NIC School of Business faculty and alumni 
celebrating milestones this year:

Heather Buchanan, alumni, 10 yrs Ron Davis, faculty, 10 yrs  Ali Mayboudi, faculty, 5 yrs
Ingrid Burkholder, alunni, 15 yrs  Rebecca Gurney, alumni, 5 yrs  Disha Salhan, alumni, 5 yrs

SCHOOL OF  BUSINESS

WWW.NIC.BC.CA/BUSINESS 1-800-715-0914  QUESTIONS@NIC.BC.CA



NIC School of Business Networking Nights
NIC was proud to host the Campbell River & District 
Chamber of Commerce to celebrate a new partnership 
providing mentorship and internship opportunities 
for students and businesses alike. The celebratory 
gathering was the first ever Business-Student 
Networking Night in Campbell River at our new student 
commons space “The Bistro” at the Campbell River 
campus.

“We are thrilled to be able to connect businesses and 
students,” said Mary Ruth Snyder, executive director of 
the Campbell River & District Chamber of Commerce. 

“We’re looking forward to expanding our work with 
NIC to make possible those valuable networking 
opportunities for our current members and the next 
generation of business leaders.”

The annual Comox Valley Business-Student networking 
night is coming up on Nov. 5 at Crown Isle. 

School of Business sponsors youth leadership award
NIC School of Business is proud to be the sponsor of You Rock Youth Award at the Comox 
Valley Chamber of Commerce Annual Awards.

The award honours an individual or organization that:

• Has made significant 
contributions to the 
community and/or their 
school over a period of time

• Demonstrates leadership, 
ingenuity and initiative 
in any endeavour(s) that 
improve the lives of others, 
the community, or the 
environment

• Is under the age of 25 or 
whose key members are 
under 25

Nominations are open now.

If you know of an individual making a difference, you can submit the nomination via the Comox 
Valley Chamber of Commerce website: www.comoxvalleychamber.com/2019-awards.html.

Business student going global with her learning
Third-year business degree student Georgia Rodgers is set to 
embark on her second study abroad journey through NIC. 

Rodgers took part in the Disney internship for 6 months, 
studying at the University of California, Riverside and then 
working at Disney World in Florida. In January, she’ll leave NIC 
for Germany to study at SRH Heidelberg University for 4 months.

“I looked at the Disney internship because I have always been 
a huge Disney fan and having an opportunity to work for the 
company was something I couldn’t pass up,” said Rodgers. 

Rodgers says the experience of studying abroad was invaluable.

“It’s given me more confidence,” she said. “If I’m ever nervous 
about doing something I tell myself that I went to Florida and 
worked for one of the biggest corporations in the world by 
myself so I can do this.”

Join us on social media:         

Business instructor 
Othman Bennis new NIC 
international advisor
NIC business faculty member Othman 
Bennis has expanded his role at NIC 
to include serving as an advisor for 
international business students. 

The role works with business students, 
providing guidance, advice and educational 
direction to help them achieve their goals. It 
also works closely with the Office of Global 
Engagement and business faculty to meet 
the needs of international students. 

“What interested me in the job was the 
opportunity to learn more about the 
students,” said Bennis. “Everyone is different 
and has individual goals. My role is really to 
listen to them, learn about them as people 
– their interests, goals, personalities – and 
help them onto a path that will get them 
where they want to go.”

Originally from Morocco, Bennis can 
also relate to the international student 
experience.

“I know what it’s like to be in a new place, 
new culture, new country,” he said. “It is a 
wonderful and enriching experience, but it 
can also be challenging. Having someone to 
talk to who has been there and experienced 
it too can be very helpful for students.”

Having international students in business 
classes has enriched both the learning and 
teaching opportunities both inside and 
outside the classroom. 

“The experience they bring to class provides 
a new level of richness to the learning for 
all students,” he said. “It’s exciting to see 
the students not only learn from me as an 
instructor, but also learn so much from each 
other.”

Students interested in speaking to Bennis 
can reach out to him directly to schedule an 
appointment: othman.bennis@nic.bc.ca.

KEEP IN TOUCH  
NIC SCHOOL OF BUSINESS CHAIR 
Ali Mayboudi
250-334-5209
ali.mayboudi@nic.bc.ca

 Ali Mayboudi

WORK INTEGRATED EDUCATION 
COORDINATOR
Anita Budisa-Bonneau
250-334-5007 
anita.budisa@nic.bc.ca

 Anita Budisa-Bonneau

WWW.NIC.BC.CA/BUSINESS 1-800-715-0914  QUESTIONS@NIC.BC.CA

L to R: Last year’s #YouRock Youth Award winners Heather Riedle, Kristin 
Johnson, Nicolette Vinnedge, Madison Klassen and Kimberly Tran, with award 
presenter Ali Mayboudi.
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NIC Faculty Sara Vipond and Megan Wilson join NIC Vietnam Representative Sophia Thuy Duong for EduCanada Conference 

 

 

 

 
 
Photographer Boomer Jerritt  

EduCanada Art + Creative Industries 
Conference in Vietnam and 
Philippines 
Faculty Sara Vipond and Megan Wilson 
participated in the EduCanada Conference 
that showcased Canadian institutions that 
feature Art and Creative Technologies 
Programs. Megan Wilson offered a 
presentation on Prototyping Web + 
Mobile Applications. The conference 
focused on International partnership 
potentials and recruitment.  
 

 

Artist Talk: Boomer Jerritt 
Acclaimed Comox Valley Photographer, artist and 
world traveler Boomer Jerritt gave a talk about his 
life behind the lens. 
Jerritt has been involved in the photographic industry 
since his graduation from the Western Pacific 
Academy of Photography in 1990. Primarily a lifestyle 
and recreation photographer his editorial imagery 
can be seen in various tourism initiatives and 
publications here in British Columbia and throughout 
North America. This event was free and open to the 
public. 
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Faculty Elizabeth Russell installing artwork at the uncover exhibition at Comox Valley Art Gallery 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                        

                       New NIC Program Flipbook, created by NIC Marketing to showcase Fine Art + Interactive Media Programs  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Comox Valley Art Gallery Exhibition: uncover (Sept 28 – Nov 23) 
The artwork of faculty Elizabeth Russell is featured in the current group show titled uncovered at the Comox 
Valley Art Gallery. Elizabeth collaborated with local poet Natalie Nickerson the work brings painting and poetry 
together in dialogue. Elizabeth is currently on NICFA Leave (Fall 2019) to focus on developing her arts-based 
research and developing a new body of work.  

 

NIC School of Fine Art + Design and NIC Marketing Develop New Program Flipbook  
This flipbook features the suite of programs offered by the department. Fine Art offers the 
Fine Art Diploma and Professional Photography Certificate. Interactive Media has two 
pathways of study, Design Stream where students can attain Wed Design Certificate, or 
Communication Design Diploma; Development Stream where students can pursue Mobile 
Application Development Certificate, or Web and Mobile Application Development Diploma. 
There is also an option of the Advanced Communication + Interactive Design Diploma, this 
program is a hybrid of the design and development stream, where students learn design as 
well as, front end and back end development.  
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DATE AND TIME
Thursday,

November 14, 2019
12:00pm-2:00pm

LOCATION
Shadbolt Studios 

DROP-IN INFO SESSION
Transfer agreement, 

academic/ portfolio requirements, 
programs o�ered, and much more.

 
Alberta University of the Arts visits NIC for Info 
Session 
 
Alberta University of the Arts formerly known as 
Alberta College of Art + Design recently attained 
University status and have rebranded their 
institution. 
The NIC Fine Art Diploma Program has an articulation 
agreement with AUArts where students can pursue 
degree completion with a Bachelor of Fine Art, or 
Bachelor of Design pathway. NIC welcomed AUArts 
Jonathan Huntley to offer an information session to 
inform students and faculty of the institutional 
changes, connect with students about educational 
opportunities, and build relations.  
 
 
 

Artist Talk: Anna Gustafson  
Acclaimed artist Anna Gustafson offered a talk about 
her art practice, using common objects she explores 
the intersection between the natural world, human 
behavior and technology. She grounds her work with 
research in history, science and communication.  
For the past three years Gustafson has been 
enshrouding discarded small appliances and single use 
plastic containers in linen, just as we once prepared 
our dead for burial. 
This event was free and open to the public. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

         

 
 
EcoPoxy Art Casting Workshop (Nov 16) 
NIC School of Fine Art + Design is collaborating with 
Industrial Plastics + Paints, EcoPoxy and Island Valley 
Prototyping to host a two-session seminar/workshop, 
that are free and open to the public. This provides an 
opportunity for the students, faculty and community 
to learn about new techniques and products for 
sculptural casting and furniture design.  
 
Session 1: f EcoPoxy will demonstrate the use of 
UVPoxy, pigments and 
GloPoxy for coating and small sculptural castings. 
Session 2: EcoPoxy will feature the use of Liquid 
Plastic for woodworking and river tables. 

Artist Talk: Samantha Dickie (Nov 21) 
Victoria-based artist Samantha Dickie, known for her 
abstract, minimalist approach to ceramics. The 
contemporary ceramic artist has fostered an artistic 
practice over the past two decades that prioritizes the 
natural beauty of imperfection by preserving the raw, 
visceral and tactile beauty of clay through textural 
surfaces and abstract forms. 
Over the past 15 years, her practice includes various 
residencies in Canada and abroad and receiving 
national and provincial grants to create largescale 
projects for exhibition in public galleries across 
Canada. Recent and upcoming public exhibitions 
include the Canadian Clay and 
Glass Gallery and the Art Gallery of Burlington in 
Ontario, as well as commercial commissions for Louis 
Vuitton’s Boston location. 
 
Thursday November 21st 6-7pm Stan Hagen Theatre, 
Komoux Hall, NIC Comox Valley Campus. Event is free 
and everyone is welcome. 
 


