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English is considered to be your first language if it is the language you learned at home in your 
childhood and the language that your primarily use for reading, writing, listening, and speaking. 

 
 

Is English your first language as outlined in the definition above? 

Yes No 
 
 

If you answered “No” to the question above you must meet the language requirements outlined 
in the 2011 Practical Nursing Program Provincial Curriculum Guide Supplement: Program Core 
Standards, and Teaching and Learning Resources, (revised 2017): 

 
Students must successfully complete one of the following: 
 
International English Language Testing System (IELTS) with minimum scores of: 

 Speaking: 7.0 
 Listening: 7.5 
 Reading: 6.5 
 Writing: 7.0 
 Overall Band Score: 7.0 

 
Canadian English Language Benchmarks Assessment for Nurses (CELBAN) with minimum scores of: 

 Speaking: 8.0 
 Listening: 10.0 
 Reading: 8.0 
 Writing: 7.0 
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