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Highlights 
 
Well, where did summer go? Already the leaves are starting to turn colour and there is a 
noticeable change in the air.  Days are slowly getting shorter and the cool evening breezes are 
ushering in the fall term. 
 
It has been a challenging yet enlightening summer for students and faculty.  Strict adherence to 
new safety protocols, limited face-to-face contact and alternate instructional deliveries, at the 
time, seemed like insurmountable obstacles and barriers to educational goals but when met head-
on by determined learners and dedicated instructors, proved to be just a bump in the road.  July 
saw the successful completion of our Electrical Foundation (Campbell River campus) and 
Professional Cook Level 1 (Port Alberni campus) programs.  
 
For Chef Al Irving in Port Alberni, he should be especially proud of his aspiring protégés.  Due 
to COVID, the Industry Training Authority of BC (ITA) has issued waivers to many students 
who would normally be required to write exams and the Professional Cook program was no 
exception.  When given the option, many students would be happy to forego the exam and 
continue to the next level, Chef’s students declared that they did not want to pass up the 
opportunity to write their Certificate of Qualification exam -which they completed August 24th. 
 
At the Comox Valley campus, instructor Erik Hardin guided his students through Level 4 of their 
Carpentry Apprenticeship program.  Being Level 4, there was no waiver for the Interprovincial 
Red Seal exam.  With the class separated into two small groups, students wrote on the morning 
of August 28th.  Every student met with success and the overall class average was no less than 
85%. 
 
In Campbell River, instructor Byron Beaupre delivered Heavy Mechanical Level 2 to a class of 
14.  For shop activities, students were divided into groups of two and, according to Byron, this 
was their time to shine.  Engines that had not been in working order for some time were used as 
shop projects and students took ownership of disassembling, measuring, cleaning, painting and 
getting them back together (no extra pieces!).  The pride they felt when those engines ran was 
remarkable. What a boost for students who, perhaps under other circumstances, may not have 
had such an opportunity.  There’s that bump in the road again – they never gave it a second 
thought.  Beaupre says, “It was incredible for myself to be able to guide and encourage these 
students and give them confidence and a sense of achievement.  I had a fantastic group of 
students.  They were mature, respectful and I enjoyed instructing this class and level very much.” 
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Where do we start when it comes to our Professional Cook Level 2 
program at the Campbell River campus? Students saw their way through 
the more complex techniques employed by Chef Xavier Bauby as 
expected from a group at this level from the beginning of June to 
September 4th.  The talent in the kitchen was tangible, and cake week 
tested the commitment of even the most steadfast of dieters.  Many 
dreams of a beach body were blatantly abandoned on some lonely 
treadmill left to gather dust in a garage or make-shift home gym.  
 
There was much excited chatter from the group when they also finished 
their Certificate of Qualification exam on September 4th. Each student left 
the campus encouraging each other and making plans for Professional 
Cook Level 3. 
 
PROGRAM OFFERINGS 
 
In the lineup, we have a full cohort of Electrical Foundation, Carpentry Apprentice Level 3 and 
Heavy Mechanical Level 4 ready to go September 8th.  Professional Cook Level 1 and the 
Culinary Diploma program with instructor Sunshine Layton will also be starting up on the 8th.   
Chef Alan Irving will have a full Professional Cook Level 2 program in Port Alberni by 
September 21st.  This unique opportunity has been met with much enthusiasm by culinary 
students in the Alberni Valley.  Travelling is not required for them to obtain the next level of 
their training and they are excited.   
 
We will be in full swing as we head into October with full Automotive cohorts in both Port 
Alberni and Campbell River campuses, along with Heavy Mechanical Foundation, Welding 
Apprenticeship and Foundation, Electrical Apprenticeship Levels 2, 3 and 4, and another Heavy 
Mechanical Level 2.  The Comox Valley campus also has a full agenda with Plumber 
Apprenticeship Level 2, Carpentry Apprenticeship Level 2 and another full Carpentry 
Apprenticeship Level 4. 

 
Word has gotten out and the re-vamped Furniture Design and Joinery 
Certificate program in Port Alberni is sitting pretty at 14 students with room 
for only two more!  Instructor Stephen McIntosh has put a great deal of time 
and hard work into re-designing this cohort in response to student feedback 
for their completion outcomes and expectations. Resource material has been 
completely stripped down and built back up to give students the best possible 
experience at North Island College. Past Joinery students have produced some 
amazing pieces and we cannot wait to see the works of this year’s students. 
 

Once again, NIC is partnering with the Homalco First Nation for the delivery of the Coastal 
Forest Worker Certificate program in Campbell River.  The program is scheduled to run October 
2020 to February 2021 under the guidance of lead instructor Coleen 
MacLean. While it will be a unique delivery of blended instruction 
combined with field trips and face-to-face demonstrations, we anticipate a 
full cohort of 12 successful students. 
 
We are looking forward to our Fall term. 2020 has been so very different 
from any other year yet as we make our way in this new “norm” we are 
becoming more innovative, more resourceful and more responsive to any 
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given situation as it happens.  We are meeting each new challenge head-on with an ability to 
adapt and the determination to give our students the education they deserve. 
 

STUDENT SERVICES AND REGISTRAR 

Educational	Advising	in	the	face	of	COVID‐19	

Submitted	by	Sarah	Deagle	

It seems trite to say that COVID-19 has turned our experience of the world on end.  When asked, 
we often lament the losses, like pulling in our “bubble”, limiting our travel or wearing a mask in 
public.  Yet NIC’s educational advising team has experienced some “wins” in this unprecedented 
time.  Students have been able to book appointments online for almost 1 ½ years, which was 
excellent preparation for the last six months since the campuses have been closed.  Advisors, 
including Recruiter-Advisors, quickly started meeting with students over the phone or via video 
appointment.  There have been fewer no-shows for appointments, the joy in seeing students’ 
faces if only on a screen, as well as greater ease in sharing computer screens with the student or 
viewing what they are seeing on their own computer.  As advising has a strong pedagogical 
component, this has also been good preparation for students who will be immersed in technology 
this fall term.  From June 12 to September 7, NIC advisors would have met with 1,500 students 
in this new format.  There surely is grief in what was lost with face-to-face appointments, but it 
is safe to report that plexiglass and PPE still seem less attractive and far in the future now that we 
have a solid, non-campus-based alternative worked out. 

Student	Services	

Submitted	by	Felicity	Blaiklock	

Full digital supports for our students are being provided via videoconferencing, telephone and 
email, with limited access for payments in person by appointment only. Assessment Services and 
the Department of Accessible Learning Services (DALS) have also been providing limited in-
person assessments in addition to online and phone support. 

The Counselling department has had some staff changes, with Catherine O’Toole filling the 
position vacated by Elena Richmond in Campbell River, and Karen Mason onboarding in Port 
Alberni.  

The Sexualized Violence Education Team (SVET) continues to meet regularly to discuss ways 
to provide education to the campus community on our revised Sexualized Violence Prevention 
and Response policy, in addition to efforts to educate the community on consent-based, healthy 
relationships and sexualized violence, including the supports available for all those impacted by 
sexualized violence. The committee has completed the following tasks to date: 

 Development of pre-recorded videos for Virtual Orientation that focus on the Sexualized 
Violence Prevention and Response policy, consent, and healthy relationships; 

 The webpage review sub-committee have created an outline for a revised webpage, 
which will be sent to Marketing and Communications after the larger committee 
approves the design at next meeting; 

 Several members of the SVET team will be attending investigator training (virtually) in 
the fall. 
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Student Life @ Home activities are ongoing and include: 

 NIC Student Life Facebook group with ongoing posts to engage and inform students; 
membership of this group has grown substantially since its creation; 

 Weekly newsletters; 
 Monthly virtual hangout sessions will begin on September 22 and will be led by student 

staff; 
 Continued outreach to students referred to Early Assist, or identified through other 

channels as possibly struggling; 
 Launch of the 2020-21 Student Life Engagement and Programming Plan, including a 

variety of events and activities to engage students, and to encourage critical thinking. 
Highlights include our newly create Brave Spaces sessions, the first of which is being 
held on October 2 (focused on racism), in addition to our Mental Health Awareness 
week, which will be held the week of October 5; 

 Student Leadership Team program has been modified for the 2020-21 term due to 
COVID-19, so students will continue to build upon their leadership skills remotely. 

 

NIC’s first Virtual Orientation launched earlier this summer and has been a great success, 
thanks to the efforts of the Orientation Working Group, as well as all other folks who 
contributed. A variety of pre-recorded and live sessions were offered to students throughout the 
summer focusing a variety of important and relevant topics.  

Highlights: 

‐ 150 students attended live webinars throughout August; topics included: learning 
digitally, Student Life and employment opportunities, supports and services, and 
checklist to success; 

‐ Introduction of NIC’s first orientation session specifically for parents and supporters; 
‐ Launch of Virtual Orientation webpage, including all pre-recorded sessions; 
‐ Two final live virtual sessions were held on September 8 with 350 students in attendance! 
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Continuing Education & Training Department Highlights – Bob Haugen 

We have been living with the COVID-19 for more than six months and despite the many 
challenges our fall 2020 programming is going very well. This is a credit to the dedication 
of our staff and to the ongoing support of Liesel Knaack and her team at Teaching & 
Learning. CET staff members have worked tirelessly with instructors over the summer to 
put the text and paper-based curriculum online to get ready for the start of the term. We 
now have our core board-approved credit program curriculum organized for online 
delivery and registrations are strong. 

During the summer we delivered two farming programs, Market Gardener in Port Alberni 
and Small-Scale Sustainable Farming in the Comox Valley. Both programs included theory 
delivered online and hands-on training delivered on farms under strict COVID-19 safety 
protocols. Both programs were fully subscribed. 

Camosun College in Victoria and VIU in Nanaimo both cancelled their Activity Assistant 
and Hospital Unit Clerk programs because of the COVID-19 pandemic. Since we now have 
our programs online, we are attracting Victoria and Nanaimo based students and have 
expanded our offerings. Our marine training is also online, and we are now attracting 
students from across the country. 

We are offering a variety of Elder College classes on the Zoom platform and are offering a 
wide variety of interesting topics. 

Some training, such as first aid and certain marine training courses, cannot be delivered 
online. With help and guidance from Health & Safety, we have adapted our delivery 
methods to follow COVID-19 safety protocols. 

Campus highlights – Campbell River: 

Marine Training 

As March through June is often the busiest months now for marine training, COVID-19 hit 
at a rather inopportune time for our courses.  Due to the dedication of marine instructors, 
Clive Quigley and Harry Johnston, we navigated an extensive overhaul of curriculum and 
review process with Transport Canada and Canadian Power & Sail Squadrons in just a few 
weeks.  This allowed NIC to become one of Canada’s first institutions to offer online marine 
safety training for people working commercially on the water.   Three marine courses were 

Fall 2020 
Continuing Education & Training 

UPDATE 
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transitioned into online formats, and thanks to the work of the marketing team, we 
garnered national and local radio and print coverage of this which resulted in student 
registrations from across Canada.  These courses were offered through to the end of June 
and they continue to be offered online through the Fall term to students across the country.  
Our September online offerings are all at minimum or full, which is unheard of this time of 
year for marine training. 

This Fall we have also 
expanded the in-person course 
offerings and brought higher 
level marine courses to the Port 
Alberni campus.  The Simulated 
Electronic Navigation-Limited 
course, which is in high 
demand across BC, has been 
only offered once in the past 5 
years, but now is being offered 
several times over the Fall.  We 
have also navigated Transport 
Canada approvals this summer 
to replace the Master Limited 
course with two separate 
courses (Chartwork & Pilotage 
1 [NAU 038] and Navigation 

Safety 1 [NAU 039]), which will better meet industry demand and student needs.   

With new courses and a few Fall term private contracts currently in negotiation with 
organizations in Ontario and northern British Columbia, based on even rather cautious 
projections, it appears we may see more revenue generated by marine training than ever 
before.  

Metal Jewellery Design 

The Metal Jewellery Design program wrapped up the 2020 students’ final two weeks of in-
person training in June.  We have changed the program to run January to June 2021, 
instead of normally running September to May.  For Fall term, we have five students who 
have already paid their deposit, and 10 additional applicants who have applied. Given that 
we have a maximum of 12 students in the program (if COVID restrictions are in place), our 
January 2021 intake looks positive.   

Hospital Unit Clerk 

We were able to facilitate practicum placements for our HUC students that completed 
their training this spring. Because of the pandemic, the practicums were delayed while 
facilities developed protocols however the ongoing dedication to student training and 
development 

 Domestic Vessel Safety Students at McIvor Lake 
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by our local health facilities made it happen. Our enrollments for this term are strong and 
almost at capacity indicating another successful year.  

Digital Elevation Expertise Program 

We are delivering a new program in the Mount Waddington region to provide program 
participants with the tools needed to assist companies with the transition to online 
marketing and sales. The 10-week program is funded through the Community Workforce 
Development Grant Program and is scheduled to start in October.  

The Mount Waddington Digital Elevation Expertise Program (DEEP) is a relevant, 
accessible online training program that will provide participants with in-demand expertise 
in the new age of the digital economy. Participants will learn about digital branding, 
communications, marketing, and online sales of products and services. Upon completion 

participants will be equipped to 
master sought-after skills required 
by employers in our region. 

Coastal Log Scaling 

We will be offering the 12-week 
Coastal Log Scaling Program in the 
Winter 2021 term, so that students 
can gain hands-on experience on 
dryland log sorts to learn the 
practical skills needed to prepare for 
the Ministry of Forests Coastal Log 
Scaling Exam.  

Campbell River ElderCollege 

CR ElderCollege (CREC) hosted their 2020 AGM as a ‘live’ virtual meeting for the first time. 
CREC will be offering a scaled-down program this Fall with 11 online courses to keep the 
membership engaged and inspired.  

Campus highlights – Comox Valley: 

Comox Valley ElderCollege 

Comox Valley ElderCollege (CVEC) has “Zoomed’ into an online future!  Indeed, when one of 
the largest ElderCollege’s in western Canada was confronted with the limitations of on-
campus programming, given COVID-19, it didn’t give up. Instead, it pivoted to an 
exclusively online schedule for Fall 2020.  Starting this October, the ElderCollege will offer 
over 35 intriguing online courses and webinars – even expanding its maximum seating 
capacity for its popular Saturday Lectures from 230 ‘on-campus’ seats to 500 ‘virtual’ 
spaces per 

Students learning to calculate the volume of a log 
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lecture.   CVEC has also migrated to a striking online electronic course guide this fall, which 
can be viewed at this link: https://conta.cc/2NXc3xi.   To help students adjust to the online 
programming format, a series of helpful video tutorials have also been developed to 
address some of the most common questions about ElderCollege, including how to register 
online.  Meanwhile, ElderCollege Comox Valley has also provided a generous gift to the 
College in order to upgrade the speaker and audio system in the Stan Hagan Theatre.  The 
new equipment will not only greatly improve the wireless microphone system that 
presenters use for all lectures and classes in the room, but it also includes a special age-
friendly feature.  Now, hearing impaired students will be able to hook up their hearing 
devices to the system directly – ensuring they don’t miss out on the presentations.   This 
gift will benefit generations of students attending in-class lectures after the current health 
issue subsides. 

Activity Assistant Certificate Program 

The North Island College Activity Assistant Program has responded the increased demand 
for highly trained caregivers in wake of COVID-19 by creating a unique and completely 
virtual program.  Indeed, while other Activity Assistant programs across Vancouver Island 
were either closing down or delaying their courses due to the pandemic, NIC successfully 
pioneered an online program for the 21st century.  Deborah Provencher, long-time 
instructor and curriculum developer, reimagined the content, using a wide variety of 
informative videos, online games, and innovative learning software to adapt this 
demanding curriculum for the online world.  Among its many learning innovations, the 
North Island College program includes virtual practicums, where students complete 
challenging and relevant online assignments that build off their existing in-facility 
experience as Health Care Assistants.  This approach not only eliminates the risk to facility 
residents, but also avoids activity assistants moving between facilities in the aftermath of 
the pandemic.    The Fall 2020 virtual program quickly filled with eager students from 
across Vancouver Island, Greater Vancouver and the BC Interior.  The College has now 
added a second cohort which will begin in early January 2021.   Now, prospective students 
don’t even have to wait for a scheduled information session to learn more about the 
program – they can simply visit the program website any time to view a new online 
information session recorded with the instructor.   

Animal Care Aide Program 

The NIC Animal Care Aide Program continues to be one of the most successful and popular 
programs of its kind – receiving more than 80 applications for only 20 spots this Fall.  
Long-time instructor and veterinary technician Cris Caumartin was instrumental in 
adapting the in-class content for exclusive online delivery this fall given Covid-19, 
converting 8 months of material while also introducing a series of innovative and 
interactive videos to enhance online learning.   Online courses will run from early October 
2020 through May 2021, followed by a virtual practicum.   Given the high demand for this 
program, the program is now exploring how it can offer exclusive advanced admission to 
those who missed out on the 2020-2021 program, before regular admissions commence for 
the 2021-2022 academic year.   

https://conta.cc/2NXc3xi
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Craft Brewing and Malting Program 

In early 2020, North Island College’s Craft Brewing and Malting Program entered into a 
successful partnership with the Comox Valley Economic Development Society (CVEDS) to 
launch this exciting, professional training program for craft brewers.  After an initial ‘soft 
launch’ during the summer, the program secured a provincial grant to launch the full 
program, given its focus on providing industry-ready training for a wide variety of 
positions in brewing field, including Brewer, Head Brewer, Production Assistant, Brewery 
Lab Assistant, Cellar-person, and Craft Beer Bartender.  Instructing the program is Adam 
Chatburn, veteran professional brewer and former president of the Vancouver branch of 
the Campaign for Real Ale Society of BC.  Chatburn, who also taught craft brewing at Simon 
Fraser University, began homebrewing in the UK at age 16, later starting his career as head 
brewer for a brewpub in Lancashire.  

The expanded program has quickly filled all available seats, and is scheduled to begin in 
mid-September 2020. Courses will be held over the Fall 2020 and Winter 2021 terms using 
a mix of virtual and in-facility training.  Continuing Education wishes to acknowledge the 
considerable efforts of John Watson, Executive Director of CVEDS, and NIC's Lisa Domae, 
Executive Vice President, Academic and Chief Operating Officer, in seeing this program 
through to its successful launch. 

First Aid 

First Aid has been very busy training students attending Fall NIC courses as well as public 
training.  We provided contract training for a couple of our long-time clients and have 

several other requests to process.  It 
has been challenging getting 
everyone certified with the smaller 
class size requirement.  We continue 
to offer all of our online first aid 
courses. 

Small Scale Sustainable Farming 
(SSF) Program 

The SSF program has been going 
extremely well with the graduation 
of the inaugural class set for 
September 30th.  Feedback from the 
students and instructor at this point 
is very positive.  We will review the 
course, student feedback, instructor 
feedback, etc. before submitting our 
funding requests for next springs 
course. This program is a 
partnership between CET and the 

Small-Scale Sustainable Farming students learning cultivation 
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Comox Valley Economic Development Society with funding from the BC Community 
Workforce Development Grant Program. 

General Interest Programming 

We will be offering thrtee new online courses this fall geared towards business, non-
profits and professional training.  The courses include Proposal Development & 
Management; What's Next - A Process for Change; and Exlectics Unite - Lateral Thinking & 
Decision Making.  These courses are being taught by Bruce Rutley, PhD PAg. 

Campus highlights – Port Alberni: 

Marine Training 

We are expanding our marine training to the Port Alberni campus to meet the increased 
local demand and the opportunity presented by hiring a local instructor, Harry Johnston. 
This change provides the opportunity to offer higher-level marine training in the region, 
saving participants the expense and inconvenience of travelling outside of the community 
for training.  

Market Gardener program 

The Port Alberni Market Gardener program, 
funded through BC Employer Training Grant, 
in partnership with the Port Alberni Shelter 
Society has been running online and on the 
Shelter Farm since June 1st. The program is 
going well and includes the students taking 
turns selling their produce at the local 
Farmers’ Market on Saturdays. The program 
runs Monday to Friday until Oct 24th.  

Other Courses 

Ed2Go online courses continue to be popular 
due to the convenience of the online format for 
those who are at home. 

We have scheduled a few face-face industry 
safety certification courses such as Forklift 
Operator, Foodsafe, etc. to meet community 
needs following COVID-19 safety protocols. Market Gardener students building a hoop house 
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Update from the Office of Global Engagement
September 4, 2020

Enrolment Update
July 14, 2020, Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada (IRCC) announced a
temporary two stage study permit approval process to support international students
impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic. Students have been unable to complete their
applications due to visa processing centre closures. This approval process allows
students to obtain an "Approval-in-Principle" which is stage one of the study permit
process allowing new students to begin their studies in their home country. The second
stage of the temporary process is a final review of study permit application with an
approval or denial.

Unfortunately, the temporary policy change for study permits came in quite late for most
institutions and it did not create a sizable increase in new student registration. We had a
total of about 100 new students who paid tuition deposits and expressed their commitment
to studying at NIC despite COVID-19, yet most of these students could not receive their
study permit in time for September 2020 term start. Overall, our applications were down
by about 50%, and the registrations (new and continuing) were down by about 30%. New
student arrivals from overseas was only one student; although, we have a number of
students already in Canada starting fresh at NIC this fall. It is disappointing that our great
recruitment year has amounted to an overall reduction, but we are not discouraged.

Here are a selection of international education headlines from around the globe.

August 26, 2020 ICEF
Canadian immigration guidance creates uncertainty for incoming students

The Canadian government has introduced new guidance that could limit entry to
Canada for students whose programmes have transitioned to online delivery
because of the pandemic
Canada’s federal government has also launched a new consultation process with
provincial and territorial governments to define protocols and processes for the safe
arrival of new international students

August 26, 2020 The PIE News
ROI focus crucial as HE marketing steps up

Institutions stand out on the community aspect and the experience of being on
campus, and that’s not always possible when it comes to online programs.
With more institutions looking towards online direct student advertising, the
marketplace is expected to become even more competitive.
Institutions need to start thinking more strategically about where they can get the
best ROI.

June 22, 2020 Forbes
Can International Higher Education Survive COVID-19?

http://www.nic.bc.ca/international
https://monitor.icef.com/2020/08/canadian-immigration-guidance-creates-uncertainty-for-incoming-students/?utm_source=The+Monitor+-+Master+list&utm_campaign=9577767612-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_08_26_08_50&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_f424b80526-9577767612-80673437
https://thepienews.com/news/focus-on-roi-crucial-as-marketing-steps-up/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/mattsymonds/2020/06/22/can-international-higher-education-survive-covid-19/#2b48fece6a6d
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Some in the sector even seem to believe that this re-setting will present not just
challenges, but also significant opportunities.
Rather than inflicting online teaching on an unwilling audience, what the pandemic
has actually done is accelerate a form of delivery which already made increasing
sense to many in the global student community.
A strategy of overseas campuses and partnerships can make sense for universities
who rely on international student tuition.

International Students of NIC

Education reunites mother and daughter at NIC

Kanako Shaw and her 19-year-old daughter Naia Patterson lived separately,
sometimes continents apart, for more than a decade and a half. That changed this
fall, with both mother and daughter enrolling in programs at NIC. Shaw is taking the
NIC's...

Read more
www.nic.bc.ca

Student Testimonial Day

Junko spent one sunny day in
August to film testimonials with
our current students/graduates,
of course with social distancing!
We heard many great stories and
we hope to share the final
products in a month! This is Naia
from the article above and
Tremain Media crews that
participated in filming.

https://www.nic.bc.ca/life-at-nic/nic-news/news/education-reunites-mother-and-daughter-at-nic/
https://www.nic.bc.ca/life-at-nic/nic-news/news/education-reunites-mother-and-daughter-at-nic/
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International Student Life
OGE kept North Island College students engaged this summer with social media
engagement on both North Island College Global accounts on Facebook and Instagram.
These accounts are followed by hundreds of current, past and present students,
prospective students, Agents, NIC staff and faculty, and various members of the
community. Engagements include providing students with current events happening at
NIC, outreach and service listings for mental health, and our first “socially distanced” Pizza
Party contest. 

Study Abroad

While Study Abroad activities have
been temporarily postponed until 2021,
eager students from both North Island
College and our partner institutions
have either deferred their desired
activities to a later date, or have begun
their application process for next year.
We currently have domestic students
scheduled to study in Japan and
Germany for next year, and have
received interest from potential
incoming students from Belgium,
Japan, Mexico and Germany.

OGE has recently completed a brand
new brochure featuring all current and
up to date information on exchange
and study abroad opportunities. The
brochure features testimonials,
financial aid information, contact
information, and a comprehensive list
of the programs available. International
partner institutions have approached
OGE about opportunities to develop global classrooms and related information has been
shared with NIC deans.  
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OGE Student Support Services

With the move from in-person to online
services for International Orientation, in
collaboration with NIC Student Life, OGE
dedicated the summer to the creation of a
brand new online virtual orientation website
for new international students. This website
offers students a self-paced orientation
featuring videos such as “Meet the OGE
Team”, “Adapting to Canadian Academic
Culture”, “Healthy Relationships” and “Working
in Canada”. OGE also developed a schedule
of live sessions for the week of August 31st to September 4th 2020 to enable students the
opportunity to still engage and ask questions virtually. Live sessions include "Q&A” with
International Student Advisors, “Meet the Peer Mentors”, an information session for the
parents and supporters of students, and “Q&A” with the Global Engagement Liaison.

OGE’s Volunteer Peer Mentor program for Fall 2020 has been moved to virtual meetings
for new international students. Four Peer Mentors will be matched with new
students (including offshore students) to help them navigate their Fall semester at NIC by
offering them support in finding and booking appointments for NIC services, connecting
with them on a weekly basis to check-in and address questions and concerns, and to offer
support on a student-to-student basis to allow students to be comfortable asking questions
they may feel apprehensive about asking an NIC employee. The Peer Mentors will check
in with their paired student throughout the semester depending on need. Meetings will be
organized using social media such as Facebook or Instagram, phone calls, texting,
WhatsApp or other chat applications. These virtual meetings allow students who may still
be abroad to feel connected to the NIC community and to get to know other current NIC
students.

OGE has been working with CTLI and Student Life to help support international students
in their understanding of the technology needs for the upcoming year. International
students have been advised of the Learn Anywhere website, the three technology
checklists and the need to have unlimited access to a decent laptop and stable internet
connection. All have been advised that smartphones are not adequate for online studies.
Virtual technology test sessions have been provided to the new students beginning their
studies both in Canada and offshore. Continuing students will have an opportunity to join
technology sessions in September and will be supported by the Student Tech team.
Access to emergency funding of $300 for technology needs is available to international
students based on financial need. Students can apply for this funding through the financial
aid office.

OGE and Student Life have partnered to create and identify virtual engagement and
activity programming for all students this year. Together with other NIC departments and
under the Campus Life Advisory, OGE will help contribute to creating intentional and
meaningful opportunities for international students to participate in the following areas:

1. Indigenization/Truth and Reconciliation Commission
2. Mental Health & Wellbeing
3. Diversity & Inclusion
4. Celebration/Fun
5. Substance use/Harm Reduction
6. Supports (Academic and Personal)
7. Healthy Relationships

https://www.nic.bc.ca/international/student-resources/pre-arrival/online-orientation/
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International Recruitment
What is happening in regions represented by our NIC Recruitment team?

As you may be aware, India brings a large number of international students to
Canada. Unfortunately, there was a new announcement from the High Commission
of New Delhi in July that requires study permit applicants to submit in-person
English assessment (instead of online assessment) as a part of the study permit
application. This changes the forecast of students coming out of India because
India remains in lockdown and in-person IELTS exams are not available for
students.

Though Vietnam seemed very optimistic with an early success in keeping COVID-
19 cases down and returning to business-as-usual, Vietnam had a recent scare of
COVID-19 and it has now cautiously returned to soft lockdown. With Vietnamese
preferring in-person interactions in business, much of international recruitment has
slowed down again.

China is starting to gear into more active recruitment season with some travel and
events, albeit at a smaller scale. China's COVID-19 situation continues to fluctuate
from city to city and province to province, and our NIC Recruitment Representative
Victor Liu is carefully planning his future travels.

The entire world is affected economically by COVID-19 and this impact will be large and
long-term. The student behaviour and choices in international education will likely shift
quickly and unpredictably with the economy over the next year or more. Having said that,
we consistently observe interest in studying in Canada and at NIC and our work continues
to seek out opportunities to meet prospective students.

Over the next year, international recruitment is focusing on "meeting students where they
are" and supporting them through their journey to become an NIC student. We have spent
many hours planning and learning in July and we already have a few exciting things in
motion that will support our recruitment. Our changes may be small and incremental, but
we hope to make a big difference over time to boost our recruitment!

Want a deeper connection with prospective international students and partners?
We, as a team, are always excited to learn more about your program and what unique
things you are offering. The greater knowledge we have about your program, its features,
and your stories/student stories, the more we can inform our partners. If you would like to
share with us and deepen your connection to our international partners, please contact
Junko Leclair, Manager for International Enrolment and Recruitment.

mailto:junko.leclair@nic.bc.ca
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Global Learning by Margaret Hearnden

… although of course we all look perfect in
BlueJeans, with or without video!

Happy September! Not the usual summer for
most of us I know. I hope you had some time
to relax and unplug from the computer at
some point.

And so another academic year begins.

Connecting with peers
While we might not be meeting face-to-face
much right now, there are lots of other
opportunities for connection.

BC Campus is hosting a variety of events
and courses over the next few weeks,
covering online facilitation, how to deepen

empathy, and adapting teaching to support student mental health. The Fall
Indigenous Series begins October 1st. Click here to find out more.

The Canadian Bureau for International Education (CBIE) Conference 2020 is going
virtual this year, November 16-20. Learn more about CBIE and the conference.

In the News
One international student’s perspective on how current world events have affected their
studies: Mohammed Danish, international student, India, The PIE NEWS, August 27, 2020

Resources
If you haven’t already done so, check out resources on intercultural learning for faculty on
the new website.There are tips on supporting students who have English as an Additional
Language (EAL) and ideas on how to engage students in the Intercultural Classroom in
the Digital Realm.

Quote of the Month
“Be a duck. Calm on the surface, but paddling like the dickens underneath” Michael
Caine. 

https://bccampus.ca/events/
https://cbie.ca/
https://thepienews.com/pie-chat/mohammed-danish-international-student-india-piechat/
https://teachanywhere.opened.ca/
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NIC International Alumni

From refugee to scholarship winner

NIC alumnus Jack Basha is preparing to study computer science and pursue a
bright future in programming, thanks to his head start at NIC.

Read more
www.nic.bc.ca

Sincerely,

The Office of Global Engagement Team

North Island College- Office of Global Engagement | 2300 Ryan Road, Courtenay, British Columbia
V9N 8N6 Canada

Unsubscribe {recipient's email}

Update Profile | About our service provider

Sent by junko.leclair@nic.bc.ca

https://www.nic.bc.ca/life-at-nic/nic-news/news/from-refugee-to-scholarship-winner/?fbclid=IwAR23aVtzBryPxtmS4Tmhyzr_Ajp5jzIzyTi3UuBTMqwNPC9Va8ukpCu6JSU
https://www.nic.bc.ca/life-at-nic/nic-news/news/from-refugee-to-scholarship-winner/?fbclid=IwAR23aVtzBryPxtmS4Tmhyzr_Ajp5jzIzyTi3UuBTMqwNPC9Va8ukpCu6JSU
https://www.facebook.com/NorthIslandCollegeGlobal
https://www.instagram.com/northislandcollegeglobal/
https://www.youtube.com/user/NorthIslandCollege/featured
http://www.constantcontact.com/legal/service-provider?cc=about-service-provider
mailto:junko.leclair@nic.bc.ca
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PLANTING KELP TO REHABILITATE MARINE HABITAT Student Researcher

CARTI has partnered with  
M.C. Wright and Associates Ltd. and  
BC Timber Sales to plant kelp at log  
handling/storage sites off the coast 
of Vancouver Island. The goal of the  
project is to reduce the  
environmental impact of logging  
on marine habitat. Kelp naturally  
provides food and habitat for many  
different species, while improving  
water quality, and thus holds  
significant potential to rehabilitate  
marine habitat that has been  
degraded through logging or other  
industrial activities.

Researchers are testing different  
species of kelp and different  
planting techniques to provide  
recommendations on the best  
habitat rehabilitation strategies. In  
addition, site conditions such as  
water current, salinity, and  
temperature are being closely  
monitored to help identify sites that  
will or will not support kelp production.

Industry partner, Mike Wright holds up a sugar kelp test line at 
one of the research sites.

Fish roe on a sugar kelp line.

The Raising Student Nurses 
project employed four 
students over the course two 
years.

Jennifer Spurr is one of the 
BSN student researchers who 
worked on the project which 
evaluated the outcomes of 
first-year-nursing students 
experiencing an immersive 
learning collaboration 
with remote First Nations 
communities.

“Working with Elders, 
Knowledge Keepers and 
mentors throughout the 
project, I have experienced 
profound personal and 
professional learning and 
growth about the way I walk 
in this world, and the type of 
nurse I aspire to be,” says Spurr.

Jennifer Spurr, BSN Student 
Jennifer is a fourth  year student in the 
NIC BSN program and co-explorer on 
the Inquiry Team.

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN 
SUBMITTING A STORY TO 
OUR NEWSLETTER?
PLEASE CONTACT  
APRIL WHALEN  
APRIL.WHALEN@NIC.BC.CA

SEAWEED AS A CATTLE FEED ADDITIVE

A new CARTI project will investigate how seaweed can help improve the health and  
sustainability of cattle farming, while also reducing methane gas levels emitted from cows.

Thanks to a $25,000 Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council of Canada  
Engage grant, the project will see NIC creating a new partnership with Beaver  
Meadow Farms in Comox. The six-month project will be led by NIC faculty member Dr. 
Spencer Serin.

“We’ve seen anecdotal evidence that adding a specific variety of kelp to cattle diets has 
resulted in increased weight gains and reduced greenhouse gas emissions,” said Serin. 

“Through this research, we’re hoping to quantify that data to determine what effects the 
kelp has and whether it would be of benefit to the cattle industry.”

This research has an opportunity to create a new industry on Vancouver Island surrounding 
the harvest, processing, and research of the abundant red seaweed.

Additionally, the technical skills learned by two NIC students, who will be hired for the 
project, will be directly transferable to the Canadian beef and milk sectors.
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Food Processing  
Equipment Grant to  
Support R&D 

 UPCOMING FUNDING DEADLINES

Please contact CARTI to discuss your ideas for research submissions in advance 
of the funder deadline or regarding any projects that may involve NIC. There may 
be additional funding programs that will suit your initiative. CARTI can search our 
database for funding that may align with your project idea. Additional information 
is available on the NIC CARTI portal site. You can contact CARTI at 250-923-9771 or 
carti@nic.bc.ca.

FUNDING PROGRAM DEADLINE

NSERC - Engage and Applied Research Development Grant Ongoing

INNOVATE BC - ISI Program: Hire A Student Ongoing

Telus - Community Action Grants Ongoing

LifeLabs - Community Investment Program Ongoing

NSERC - Promoscience Sept. 15, 2020

SSHRC - Insight Grant Oct. 1,  2020

CONTACT US:
Naomi Tabata 
naomi.tabata@nic.bc.ca 
250-923-9719

www.nic.bc.ca/research

Wild bull kelp will be surveyed and measured through 
a new CARTI research project.

 MAPPING WILD KELP BEDS

A new research grant will see 
the purchase of food processing 
equipment, funded by NSERC’s 
Applied Research Tools and 
Instruments Grant, including 
general equipment (for washing, 
cutting, and drying), specialized 
equipment, such as mill grinder, 
commercial pasta mixer/maker as 
well as packaging equipment.

“There is a demonstrated 
regional need and support for 
building local food R&D capacity 
on northern Vancouver Island,” 
says CARTI manager Naomi 
Tabata. 

The $144,500 project will support 
local food innovation and will  
immediately increase NIC’s 
capacity to conduct research  
with SMEs spanning fisheries 
and aquaculture, non-timber 
forest products, and small-scale 
agriculture.  

The first project will investigate 
optimal processing techniques 
for seaweed products.

NIC’s Centre for Applied Research, 
Technology and Innovation (CARTI) is 
collaborating with the Kwiakah First Nation 
to conduct wild kelp bed research.

Kwiakah First Nation is the second smallest 
First Nation in BC with 23 registered 
members.  The core of their traditional 
territory includes the Phillips and Frederick 
Arm region, about an hour’s boat ride north 
from downtown Campbell River.

The goals of the collaboration are two-fold: 
to create a detailed map and  measurements 
of the wild kelp beds and to research the role of kelp in carbon sequestration from the 
ocean.

“We’re very excited to work with Frank and Kwiakah on this project,” said Allison 
Byrne, lead researcher.  “We’re constantly learning more about the benefits and 
complexities of ecosystems supported by wild kelp. Taking inventories like this one 
help us monitor how those wild beds change over time.”

Frank Voelker, who leads Band Management and Economic Development for the 
Kwiakah First Nation, approached NIC with concerns about the status of wild kelp 
beds in the territory and the impact of commercial harvest of wild ocean plants.

“Kelp and other ocean plants are crucial for a functioning marine ecosystem in 
Kwiakah’s territory,” said Voelker.

The project is funded by Tides Canada and Coast Funds. Surveys will begin this 
summer and will be completed by December 2020.

http://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/Professors-Professeurs/RPP-PP/Engage-Engagement_eng.asp
https://www.newventuresbc.com/accelerate/isi/
https://www.telus.com/en/about/company-overview/community-investment/get-funding/community-grants
https://www.lifelabs.com/sustainabilities/community-investment/
https://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/Promoter-Promotion/PromoScience-PromoScience/CallApplication-AppelDemande_eng.asp
https://www.sshrc-crsh.gc.ca/funding-financement/programs-programmes/insight_grants-subventions_savoir-eng.aspx
http://www.nic.bc.ca/research



